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Last month we prayed ‘for community members to  

honor, support & encourage our local first responders.’ 

That same month, Springfield Mayor Christine Lundberg 

named the Springfield Police Department as the city’s 

2016 Employee of the Year, honoring them for their  

service. The crowd responded with a standing ovation,  

and community members showed an outpouring of  

appreciation on their Facebook page. 

“I will give thanks to you, Lord, with all my heart; I will tell of all your wonderful deeds.”  Psalm 9:1 
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Honoring Our First Responders 

We’ve prayed for Jesus-

following athletes & coaches 

to be inspirational examples, 

and for Christian athletes to 

prioritize their time with God 

and be bold in their witness.  

We’ve seen evidence of  

answers to these prayers 

through Fellowship of Christian 

Athletes, as it expands its  

influence in Junction City.  

Student athletes are being 

influenced and coached by 

believers, and teams are 

praying together. After one 

football game, the losing 

team approached the  

winning team, & they ended 

the game in prayer together! 

Athletes Praying Together  The Mission Rebuilt 

After the kitchen at the  

Eugene Mission suffered a  

devastating fire in June, the 

new and expanded kitchen 

opened on Christmas Day! 

The community support & 

generosity they received 

was remarkable. Though 

there were some large  

donations, it was mostly the 

small gifts of many that 

contributed to the $400,000 

rebuild. Now the Mission is 

enjoying more room, the 

ability to be more efficient, 

and a greater capacity to 

serve more people (156 to 

192)! Beyond physical  

blessing, they said “there 

was zero compassion  

fatigue,” as the community 

support continued to flow 

through the whole process. 

We joined our faith with the 

Mission in July, praying for 

their remodel and provision.  

Praise the Lord for His  

provision and goodness to 

turn what’s meant for evil 

into blessing!  

Economic Growth in 2016  
 

Major business & property 

deals, new ventures, and 

resumed production at well

-known factories… in 2016.” 

That’s what the Register 

Guard had to say about 

our community’s economic 

and business sphere this 

year.  As we’ve prayed for 

God to strengthen our 

economy and provide 

more, high paying jobs, 

here are a some of the 

ways our economy grew:  

 Winnebago reopened the 

former Country Coach 

plant, creating 100 new 
jobs so far.  
  

 The County Unemployment 

rate fell to 4.7 percent in 

April (the lowest it’s been 

in 26 years), and leveled 

out in November at 5.1 

percent.   
 

 The Department of  

Veteran Affairs opened a 

new medical  cl in ic   
employing 180 people.

  

 

 Commercial real estate, 

apartment complexes 

and rises in the Eugene/

Springfield area grew in 

demand, drawing more 
and more attention from 

out of state investors. 
 

 Our housing market is the 

strongest it’s been since 

p r e - r e c e s s i o n  2 0 0 6 . 
 

 RAIN, the entrepreneurial 

mentoring organization, 
graduated 2 groups of  

entrepreneurs  (we’ve 

prayed that business  

leaders would mentor  

up-and-coming   

entrepreneurs).  
 

 Lane County food &  

beverage makers are  
expected to add 444 jobs 

by 2024, 13.2% more than 

2014 levels. 

God is moving to provide 

good jobs that support 

families in our community in 

many ways, & it’s drawing 

the attention of outside  

investors as well!   

Additionally, Springfield 

Mayor, Christine Lundberg,  
 
 

 

reflected on the city’s  

economic growth in her  

State of the City Address. 

She highlighted the new 

hotel in Glenwood, the  

rebuild of the Swanson 

Group Mill, & renovations to 

the Shoppes at Gateway, 

which added millions of 

dollars to the city’s  

economy.  She ended by 

saying, “After years of 

working together with the 

business community and 

establishing important  

relationships, we are now 

set to collaborate on a  

vision for Springfield’s  

economic future.” We’ve 

prayed for collaborative 

relationships to form  

between businesses and 

government, and we’re  

excited to see how God 

will use these partnerships. 

(RGM 12/25/16 & 1/13/17) 

 
Find more answers: 

onehopenetwork.org/testimonies 

According to the CDC, the 

national abortion rate hasn't 

been as low as it is now 

since 1971, two years  

before Roe V. Wade was 

established! We've prayed 

for our area's abortion rate 

to go down, along with  

believers across our nation. 

May this report compel our 

faith to keep believing and 

praying for life!  

Declining Abortion Rate 



New Superintendent Chris Parra  
and State Senators James Manning. 

Fire & Ice 2016 Ice Storm RG 12/15/16 

 

In December, Jesus-followers had the  

opportunity to serve alongside DHS workers 

to provide a Christmas party for children in 

foster care to celebrate with their  

biological parents. The relationship that  

Every Child has already established with 

DHS made this opportunity a possibility, and 

God’s faithfulness & generosity covered the 

preparations & the party itself. Three weeks 

before the party, DHS received news that 

their Christmas present supplier could not 

provide any gifts this year. DHS’s tearful 

news to Every Child was, "no presents this 

year". But our God, who sees, provides and 

foresees, already had a plan of provision in 

the works. Less than one hour before the 

phone call, Every Child received word from 

a small, local church with very good news. 

They received a donation from Toys R Us 

that was far too big for their church, and  

wanted to see if Every Child happened to 

need any toys. The need was supplied  

before the call, so the "bad news" phone 

call ended in hope, wonder, & exceeded 

expectations! Another organization also 

stepped in to donate gifts so the party 

could be full of merry giggles.    

During the party, one little girl received just  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

the right gift, and this is what she had to say, 

"I kept trying to find Santa's number to call & 

ask him for my Christmas present. I never 

found the number, but He got it for me  

anyway!"  That’s just one example of the 

specific ways the Lord is seeing & meeting 

the needs of children. The day was full of 

the touches, glimpses and winks of the God 

who cares so deeply for each of these little 

ones, families and DHS workers too! One 

DHS case manager welled up with tears, 

saying "You all are just so generous. I can't 

believe how generous you all are - I have 

never seen anything like it." From fostering 

and caring for children, to supporting DHS 

workers, God is answering the prayer to 

care for vulnerable children in many ways 

through His people! And we’re grateful this 

work is touching these little lives with the  

lasting revelation that “a lot of people love 

me,” (a boy’s comment to his foster mom 

after the Christmas party). 

Courthouse Progress 

After months of discussion, 

turmoil, & stalled progress 

surrounding the new city 

hall/courthouse negotia-

tions, both the City of  

Eugene and Lane County 

agreed on a plan to  

proceed in building. The 

decision came at the last 

meeting of the year. The 

plan is intended to boost 

downtown revitalization, 

and it will reserve space for 

an expanded year-round 

farmers’ market, benefiting 

local farms. We’ve prayed 

since July for God to lead 

these negotiations with  

wisdom and peace, & that 

the public would recognize 

good decisions.  
 

One government leader 

made these comments 

a b o u t  D e c e m b e r ’ s  

breakthrough agreement. 

“It really feels like we’re in 

a good place with the 

amount of work that’s been 

accomplished and the  

decisions that were made.”  

There are still many  

decisions to come, that 

we’ll keep praying for, but 

we rejoice in this significant 

step at the end of 2016. 

Ice Storm Protection 

New Bethel Superintendent 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For months we’ve prayed for 

the selection of the Bethel 

School District Superintendent. 

On December 19th, the school 

board appointed Chris Parra 

to the position unanimously. 

Parra’s experience ranges 

from teaching to principal 

positions across many age  

 

groups, and from special  

education to HR and Teach & 

Learning oversight. She’s 

known to be consistent and 

clear in decision-making and 

communicating. We trust the 

Lord heard and answered our 

prayers, and we bless Parra as 

she takes on this leadership 

role.  
From down power lines to 

precariously-hanging tree 

limbs, county leaders  

consider it miraculous that 

our city & county’s public 

service workers didn’t  

report any injuries during 

the ice storm response and 

clean up in December.  

They thanked and praised 

God for His protection over 

the men and women who 

went above and beyond 

during the ice storm. 

Every Child: DHS Christmas Party 

 
 

Our Arts Strategic Team was 

encouraged that the  

Eugene Weekly encouraged 

readers to buy and enjoy 

local art of all kinds in their 

headlining article “Invest in 

Local Art” on December 15th, 

after we had prayed for an 

art renewal & renaissance, 

for financial provision for  

artists, and for God to infuse  
 

 

the art economy.    

Also, as we’ve prayed for 

camaraderie & unity among 

artists and for believers to 

perform in the community, 

one local musician noticed 

the following ‘answer’ at the 

Maude Kerns Art Center in 

Eugene this fall. In one  

evening, one hundred artists 

featured 200 pieces of art; 

the highest number of artists   
 

 

to participate in one show. 

That night, he played cover 

songs, Christmas carols, and 

worship music during the 

open. As he played, his wife, 

a prayer coordinator, 

walked around the event, 

praying & rejoicing in this 

specific answer to prayer, & 

how God is moving in our 

community through the arts. 

Answers in the Arts 

 


