
 

“Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say: Rejoice!” Philippians 4:4 

National Recognition 

Every Child is a continually  

unfolding answer to prayer, as 

more churches & people are 

stepping in to care for our  

community’s most vulnerable 

children in foster care. Here are 

some of stats:  
 

 Over 20 churches are  

engaged by way of giving,  

volunteering, training people, 

fostering children, offering tan-

gible goods or DHS hospitality. 
 

 More than 150 people have 

been trained to care for  

children in foster care through 

Every Child’s training that  

began in August.  
 

 DHS now has stockpiles of  

welcome boxes, waiting for kids 

who newly enter foster care. 
 

The Gateway & Willamette St. 

DHS offices both received  

complete makeovers, and the 

West 11th office’s makeover is 

scheduled for January!  
   

 Six churches joined resources 

and manpower to transform all 

12 visitation rooms at the 

Willamette Street DHS office in 

October! Now kids can meet 

with their biological parents in a 

hopeful & inviting environment.  

Eugene & Lane County elected 

and civic leaders received  

national recognition for their 

work in Operation 365, which we 

consider also an answer to  

prayer! Last year, we prayed 

along with the government  

initiative that aimed to house 

365 veterans in 2015.  Through 

the diligent work of community  

leaders, & the prayers of God’s 

people, 404 veterans were 

housed by the end of the year!    
 

Eugene’s Mayor, City Manager, 

& County Commissioner, Pat 

Farr, were invited to an event at 

the White House to be honored 

for their efforts to house  

homeless veterans!  The First  

Lady hosted the event, & Mayor 

Piercy shared this from her 

speech: “She said monuments & 

parades are good. But there’s 

nothing that shows more respect 

for our vets than being sure they 

have a home to live in.” God’s 

favor marked this initiative, and 

we’re delighted to have played 

a part in it through prayer. 
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Additionally, the lack 

of violence on the UO 

campus during post-

e lect ion p rotest s  

attests to God’s pro-

tection as well. Join us 

as we continue to pray 

for peace, safety, & 

thriving environments 

for every student in 

every grade level. God 

is answering more than 

we know! 

 

 
 

We’ve prayed for “safe 

and thriving learning  

environments, & for every 

student to have peace at 

school,” & we’ll continue 

to pray in these ways. We 

received this story from a 

Bethel school counselor 

(and a strategic team 

member) that provides a 

window into one of the 

many individual ways God 

is answering this prayer:  

A new student moved 

into the area from Texas, 

and started attending her 

school. During lunch, the 

new student said that she 

likes it there, and “feels 

safe at school,” whereas 

she didn’t at her previous 

school. She then pointed 

out what she’d noticed 

about the way kids who 

seem “different” are 

treated there: “no one 

makes fun of them here.” 

On November 13th, about a thousand 

people from our area gathered for  

Community-Wide Worship & Prayer.  

People  f rom many d i f fe rent  

congregations, backgrounds, &  

expressions were represented.  We 

spent time in worship & thanksgiving, 

as well as humbly asking God to touch 

our nation & community.  We were 

h o n o r e d  t o  h a v e  H i s p a n i c ,  

Japanese, and Chinese pastors join 

us, and we look forward to more con-

nection & relationship. We consider 

these times of the utmost  value. 

Thank you for participating & praying!  
 

The week following, 1,064 Thanksgiving 

Meal boxes were distributed by 35 

churches to families in our community. 

Connections with individuals & families 

were formed, ongoing school  

partnerships were strengthened, & the 

Church put feet to our prayers by 

meeting some of the practical needs 

of our neighbors. On top of this, other 

c h u r c h e s  o r g a n i z e d  s i m i l a r  

outreaches. Thanksgiving & Christmas 

belong to our King!  May our message 

and joy be bright & evident! 

Thanksgiving Worship & Meals 

“Religion that God our Father accepts as 
pure & faultless is this: to care for orphans 

& widows in their distress. . .“  
James 1:27 

Safe & Peaceful  

Learning Environments 


