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Good Reports from the Mayor of Eugene 
At the Eugene State of the City Address on January 6th, Mayor Kitty Piercy 
reported on the forward movement and progress made in the city in 2015.  
Three of the good reports she shared happened to be specific requests we 
have consistently been praying for on the Community Prayer Guide! 

  

Here’s what she highlighted & three answers to prayer: 
 

1) Operation 365 | In June, we started praying in agreement with the 
government initiative to house 365 veterans in 2015. As of mid-January, the 
numbers are in and a total of 404 veterans were housed and cared for in 
2015! The City Manager, Jon Ruiz, called this “a satisfying achievement,” as it 
“has shown an unprecedented level of collaboration and coordination among 
service providers, municipalities, non-profit organizations, faith-based organ-
izations and individuals.” We regularly pray for collaboration and clear communication within the government, and 
between government officials, the social sector and businesses too! He ended his report with high hopes for the future, 
explaining “Operation 365 strengthened existing and established new partnerships,” building “our community muscle 
[to be] exercised as Eugene prepares for the 2021 World Track and Field Championships” (also something featured on 
the prayer guide) 
 

2) New Jobs Coming to our Community | Mayor Piercy also highlighted the growth in the local economy, specifically 
new jobs, tech industry growth, and Eugene being nicknamed “the Silicon Shirer.”  We prayed regularly for 500+ above 
average median jobs for our community throughout 2015, and in the last few months multiple new businesses promise 
many new jobs for our community, including Winnebago and Avago. 
 

Winnebago announced a new plant will open in Junction City, and the manufacturing plant plans to hire up to 200 
new employees in the next 18 months. They plan to pay a good wage and benefits. Lane County Commissioner Jay 
Bozievich said in a Register Guard article, “There are a lot of folks who used to work in (the motor home) industry 
who are underemployed” and adding 200 family-wage jobs to a community of 5,000 ... is a huge deal for rural Lane 
County.”  This reveals returning health to the economy after the recession. 
 

Avago Technologies bought the former Hynix Plant in Eugene, and it’s addition to our county will be a “shot in the 
arm to high-tech manufacturing in Lane County,” according to a local labor economist with the state Employment 
Department.  Government and business leaders are pleased, it’s been called a “good news story all around,” and 
said that Avago will be “a great business citizen for our area.” It’s estimated that Avago will provide between 100 
and 500 new jobs in the next few years. 

   

3) The “Remarkable” work of the Fire Department | Spontaneously, the mayor also recognized the work of the fire 
department this year, specifically during the Civic Stadium and Southtown Lanes Fires. Our Strategic Team Member who 
worked closely on these fires attributes the ease and wisdom they had in dealing with each fire to the many people 
praying for them. Piercy even commented on the fact that during the Civic Stadium Fire everyone went, “remarkably 
without injury,” as we shared in a past praise report. 
 

“Pray for Christ-followers to care for children at risk and to support families who care for those children.”  
 

In November, the Family Strategic Team crafted the request above. They prayed this request together and planned to 
send it out in the December Guide. The next day, a member of the Education Team sent out a text: “My wife and I have 
prayed and are going to take-in three foster kids. We need your prayers, your support, and the following things . . . ” 
(paraphrase). Before the prayer request was shared, God answered in this specific instance.  More so, a much greater 
collaboration is currently forming with churches and DHS to create a network for God’s people to engage and meet the 
great need in the foster care system. Keep praying for God to move His people to care for children and youth at risk; 
it’s happening! 



Business 
RAIN, the Regional Accelerator & Innovation Network, is functioning to mentor and equip entrepreneurs. We’ve been 
praying entrepreneurs to collaborate with, connect resources for and mentor younger business leaders. 
 

Police & Fire 
The 911 Center is going through a transformation with new training and better working environment practices are being 
implemented. We’ve featured 911 workers on the prayer guide regularly! 
 

A "Mental Health Liaison" is being developed now through the collaborative work of the police and fire departments. 
We started praying for God to give wisdom, strategy and solutions to create a Mental Health Resource for our 
community in October.  
 

The new vice-president of the Firefighters Union is an integrious Jesus-follower.  We’ve prayed: for personal 
encouragement, good relationships with each other and positive environments for these public servants.  And also for 
union leadership to have wisdom, understanding and good communication with those they lead.     
 

The police are reporting that people are more friendly and supportive of their service, as we have prayed for increased 
community support.  
 

The Arts  
The Pacific Rim Art Guild continues to report increased opportunities to share the Gospel on First Friday Art Walks, and 
sees the closing of Jacob’s Gallery at the Hult Center as an opportunity for God to do a new thing in the arts in our 
community.  We prayed for God to lead the decision, and we’ll continue to ask Him to lead the repurposing of that space. 

 
Answers in Our Churches: 
 

Christian Evangelism Fellowship partnered with a Springfield church to reach kids from Riverbend Elementary. They 
asked the church to join in prayer with them for favor with the school. They found favor with the principal. Next they 
asked the church to pray for kids to respond. The first week there were 5 children. The next week 8. The following week 
12. The next week 20 or so. Then we had a break for Christmas. The first week after Christmas there were 35 children 
who left school to attend the class.  They say, “God has been gracious to answer our prayers for favor and for kids to 
come and hear the Gospel of Jesus Christ.” 
 

Reconciliation, Salvation & Restored Relationships  
After praying for reconciled relationships, one church reported a couple in their 90s being reconciled and their 
relationship being restored.  
 

Another church prayed for their family and friends by name, asking that they would put their faith in Jesus.  As a result, 
one relative, who had never stepped foot into a church service in 67 years, came to church and chose to follow Jesus! 
 

After praying for relationships to be mended in their churches, a church saw this happen in two different families!  One 
son went out of his way to apologize and reconnect with his family, and another couple reconnected with their 
grandkids.  
 

A church in South Eugene reached out to pray with a homeless man with whom they have relationship.  He was in the 
hospital and was suffering from serious health problems. The led him to Jesus!  They also had a formerly atheist family 
put their faith in Jesus. 
 

A Double Answer | A church prayed for two separate, specific requests: 1) that a widow would find the right people to 
rent from and bless at the same time, and 2) that an elderly couple would find a live-in nurse. The widow happened to 
be nurse, and the couple rented a room to her!  
 

Other churches are also recognizing increased unity, a greater culture of prayer, and church growth since they started 
praying. From Junction City to Springfield and Coburg to South Eugene, God’s people are praying, God is answering, lives 
are being transformed, and this is just the beginning!  

Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever! Psalm 118:29 


